Abstract 5,000,000 VLBI delays are stored now in the IVS data base and available for scientific analysis. This is a remarkable result of more than 20 years of geodetic VLBI history. This paper presents some statistics related to the VLBI observations during almost 25 years of geodetic VLBI.
At the end of 2004, the number of VLBI delays obtained in the framework of the geodetic and astrometric VLBI programs reached 5,000,000! This is one of the major milestones in the VLBI history resulting from almost 25 years of heroic efforts by astronomers and physicists, engineers and programmers, network stations and correlator teams.
Most of the statistics presented here (when not indicated explicitly) are related to all the observing sessions, independent of their duration. As can be seen from Table 1 , only number of sessions substantially depends on the session set taken into account, other statistics are practically the same for all sessions and 24h ones (we consider the session as 24h one if its duration is 18 hours or greater). One can see that most of observations were obtained during the 24h and intensives (< 2h) sessions. The sessions with duration 2-18h were, evidently, rather sporadic. These observations were collected in 8528 sessions (3757 of them with duration 18h or greater) at 159 stations including experimental ones, on 1356 baselines (there was a misprint in the IVS Newsletter of August 2002, number of baselines 1722 given there should be 1272).
Totally, 2254 sources were observed, more the half of them during the VLBA Calibrator Survey program. Figure 1 shows how the overall result was reached. It is interesting to see how much time was needed to get each million observations (Table 2) . Apparently, a limit of the capacity of existing IVS network is reached in the late 1990s. Table 2 : Time taken to collect each million observations (∆T ), the corresponding period of observations (T beg − T end ), and number of sessions. Some inconsistencies between ∆T and T beg −T end are due to rounding.
Million 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th ∆T , years 11.9 3.9 3.3 2.6 2.6 T beg −T end 1979.6-1991.5 1991.5-1995.5 1995.5-1998.7 1998.7-2001.4 2001.4-2004 Table 3 shows most active stations during the whole period of observations, and Tables 4-5 present statistics for sources and baselines. The longest attempted baselines is SESHAN25-TIGOCONC (12660 km), but no successful observations (zero quality code in NGS files) was obtained. The longest baseline with successful observations is DSS65-HOBART26 (12520 km). The shortest baselines was KAUAI-KOKEE (39 m) Figures 2 and 3 show the evolution of some observational data and EOP uncertainty (IAA EOP series) with time. 
